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History
Wilson County was incorporated in 1855 and was created from four other North Carolina counties: Edgecombe, Nash, Wayne, and Johnston.  Therefore, the settlement history of Wilson County is the same as that of Wayne County.  When Wilson County was created, it measured about thirty miles east to west and twenty miles north to south and contained 373 square miles. It straddled the vague boundary between coastal plain and piedmont. The land was almost level, with slight rolling hills especially to the west and northwest. Streams were narrow and surrounded by swampy land, particularly in the early days. The highest elevation was only 305 feet above sea level, in the northwestern corner of the county, and the lowest point fifty feet above sea level in the extreme southeast of the county. Wilson, both the center of the county and its capital, was about 138 feet above sea level. Tar and turpentine were the principal cash products at the time, with cotton becoming important in the 1860s and tobacco in the 1890s.

The railroad was the real making of Wilson in the nineteenth century. By late 1839 the Wilmington and Raleigh Railroad completed the tracks through what would become Wilson County with stops at Bardin's Depot (Black Creek), Toisnot (Wilson), and Joyner's Depot (Elm City). Nine years later, in 1848, Wyatt Moye and Joshua Barnes, both of Edgecombe County, introduced bills in the legislature to "incorporate Toisnot Depot and Hickory Grove, in the County of Edgecombe into a town by the name of Wilson." The town, officially established on January 29, 1849, was named after Louis Dicken Wilson (1789-1847). General Wilson, son of an Edgecombe planter, had been a state Representative for five terms and state Senator for fourteen terms (1820, 1824 to1832, and 1838 to 1846). He organized a company of local volunteers for the Mexican War but died during the war from fever. 

As the population of the area increased, more and more people needed to travel to the county seat for jury duty, legal business, etc. Travel was difficult and dangerous due to poor roads and absence of bridges.  Joshua Barnes and his fellow legislators, David Williams and George Howard, pursued the incorporation of Wilson County for several years and finally met with success.  The North Carolina legislature formally proclaimed Wilson County on February 14, 1855. 

Economic Barometer
Wilson was primarily an agricultural community.  Wilson County did well out of cotton after the Civil War but there were many cotton counties and cotton farmers throughout the South.  Wilson turned to tobacco farming.  In 1890 Wilson opened its first tobacco warehouse and by 1920 Wilson was the World's Greatest Tobacco Market. Hackney Brothers established a thriving carriage manufacturing business by the turn of the century. Black entrepreneurs like Samuel Hynes Vick and Charles L. Darden also did well. Barton College, formerly called Atlantic Christian College, opened in 1902 and presently serves an international student body. 

After World War II, Wilson County diversified its economy and is now home to large tire and pharmaceutical manufacturers, an array of smaller manufacturers, antique stores, and other commercial and tourist activities as well as tobacco marketing firms.  Wilson is North Carolina's largest farm market; the county's farmland produces crops worth $100 million annually. The City of Wilson's Antique District represents one of the largest markets in the South, featuring over two dozen shops, 250,000 square feet of exhibition space and over 100,000 pieces of classic design furniture and accessories spanning the centuries.

Government
Wilson County is governed by a commissioner-manager system consisting of 7 members elected for four-year terms.  Wilson County is a member of the Upper Coastal Plain Council of Governments.  This is one of the 17 regional North Carolina Councils of Governments.   The North Carolina Councils of Government are voluntary associations of county and municipal governments, established by the North Carolina General Assembly in 1972. Edgecombe, Halifax, Nash, Northampton and Wilson counties were designated as State Planning Region L. Furthermore, UCPCOG is the Lead Regional Organization (LRO) responsible for administering and coordinating some state and federal programs.
*http://www.wilson-co.com/

Current Context

Economy/Employment

In labor force (population 16 years and over)

63.4% (2002); 61.6% (2000)

Working in another NC County


19.9% (US Census, 2000)
Working outside NC




0.3% (US Census, 2000)

Average Commute




21 min.
Percent Professionals




25.3%
Top 10 Employers for Wilson County, NC

City of Wilson



Public Administration


500-999 

County of Wilson


Public Administration


500-999 

Merck & Co, Inc.


Manufacturing



500-999 

S T Wooten Corporation

Construction



500-999 

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.


Retail Trade



500-999 

Wilson Medical Center, Inc.

Services



500-999 

BFS North American Tire, LLC.
Manufacturing



1,000 or above 

Branch Banking and Trust, Co (A CORP)
Finance, Ins, & Real Estate
1,000 or above 

Tobacco Processors


Manufacturing



1,000 or above 

VF Jeanswear, Inc.


Manufacturing



1,000 or above

*The Employment and Wages (ES-202) Program in North Carolina
found at http://eslmi12.esc.state.nc.us/ncp/indInfo/topTen.aspx
Labor Force by Sector
Sector





%


Avg. wage
	Natural Resources and Mining
	1.1
	18,884

	Construction
	8.7
	32,032

	Manufacturing
	24.9
	32,257

	Trade, Transportation, Utilities
	17.2
	22,774

	Information and Financial Activities
	3.0
	32,117

	Service
	39.4
	23,083

	Public Administration
	5.5
	30,111

	Production
	23.3
	

	Sales
	22.8
	


NC Employment Security Commission, 2002

found at http://www.ncruralcenter.org
Unemployment rates
July 2004



10.9%

Annual

1998


6.9%


1999


7.4%


2000


6.8%


2001


8.3%


2002


8.3%


2003


9.2%

*US Bureau of Labor Statistics
http://www.bls.gov/data/home.htm
Announced Layoffs
2003: 
10 reported closings affecting 1,331 people, 
3 layoffs affecting 551 people.
	Company
	City
	Product
	Affected
	Reason
	efftype

	Universal Leaf Tobacco Processors, Inc.
	WILSON
	Tobacco processing
	1187
	Consolidation
	CL

	Standard Commercial Corp.
	WILSON
	Tobacco buyers
	
	Declining demand
	LY

	VF Jeanswear
	WILSON
	Jeans
	526
	Import competition
	LY

	Merck & Co., Inc.
	WILSON
	Pharmaceuticals
	25
	Restructuring
	LY

	Kmart Corp. (Big K)
	WILSON
	Discount store
	100
	Bankruptcy
	CL

	J & J Apparel
	WILSON
	Family clothing store
	
	Consolidation
	CL

	Branigan's
	WILSON
	Restaurant
	15
	Not stated
	CL

	Eagles Nest Restaurant and Bar
	WILSON
	Restaurant
	21
	Slow sales
	CL

	Brentwood Grill
	WILSON
	Restaurant
	8
	Property redevelopment
	CL

	The Dedicated Fool
	WILSON
	Music store
	
	Relocation
	CL

	Helen's Antiques & Things
	WILSON
	Antique shop
	
	Not stated
	CL

	Wachovia Corporation
	WILSON
	Branch bank
	
	Merger
	CL

	Miss Jenny's Land of Oz
	BLACK CREEK
	Day care center
	
	Not stated
	CL


2004 (current as of 10/04)
8 reported closings affecting 230 people
3 layoffs affecting 89 people.
	Company
	City
	Product
	Affected
	Reason
	efftype

	Purdue Pharmaceuticals
	WILSON
	Pharmaceuticals
	42
	Cost cuts
	LY

	Leiner Health Products
	WILSON
	Pharmaceuticals
	33
	Cost cuts
	LY

	Linpac Plastics
	WILSON
	Extruded foam packaging
	129
	Business sold
	CL

	Kroger Company
	WILSON
	Grocery store
	53
	Underperformance
	CL

	The Kroger Co.
	WILSON
	Grocery store
	
	Underperformance
	CL

	Plej's Linen Superstore
	WILSON
	Home furnishings
	8
	Underperformance
	CL

	Chick-fil-A (Parkwood Mall)
	WILSON
	Restaurant
	16
	Slow sales
	CL

	Salvation Army Thrift Store
	WILSON
	Thrift shop
	3
	Slow sales
	CL

	BB & T Corporation
	WILSON
	Banking
	14
	Consolidation
	LY

	Carmike Cinemas Parkwood Triple
	WILSON
	Theater
	11
	Property redevelopment
	CL

	Wilson Emergency Group
	WILSON
	Physician staffing
	10
	Completed contract
	CL


*Employment Security Commission

http://eslmi12.esc.state.nc.us/mls/
Farming

Number of Farms





385
Average Farm Size





332 acres
Percent Family Owned Farms




88.8%
Farms with Net Gain





257
*US Census of Agriculture: 1997 - found at http://www.ncruralcenter.org
Housing

Housing units, 2002





32,020

Housing units in multi-unit structures, percent, 2000 
19.5%

Percent Mobile Homes




13.6%

Without Complete Plumbing




0.8%
Without Telephone Service




4.4%
Homeownership rate, 2000 




61.2%

Home-ownership rate, excluding mobile home 

47.2%
Median value of owner-occupied housing units, 2000 
$86,400

Home-Ownership by Ethnicity

White





75.3%

Black





41.1%

American Indian



42.1%

Asian





54.5%

Hispanic




26.9%

Percent Transfer Payments



18.1%
(The percent of the area's total income that is money from the government. These payments include welfare, social security, WIC, etc.  US Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2001)
*US Census Bureau, 2000 -found at http://quickfacts.census.gov/
Basic Demographics

Population Size


73,814

Population Change (1990-2000)
11.7%

Net Migration (1990-2000)

7.5% (NC State Demographics)
Land Area in Square Miles, 2000
371

Population per Square Mile, 2000
198.9

Age Distribution

Under 5 years


6.9

18 years and over

74.4

65 years and over

12.9

Racial/Ethnic Distribution

One race


99.1%

White




55.8%

Black or African American

39.3%

American Indian and Alaska Native
0.3%

Asian




0.4%

Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander
0.0

Some other race


3.2%

Two or more races

0.9%

Gender Distribution

Male

47.7%

Female

52.3%
Households, 2000 




28,613

Persons per household, 2000 



2.51

Born in NC





80.3%

Born in another state




14.4%

Born outside the US




4.9%

English Speakers




91.9%

Spanish Speakers




6.9%

*US Census Bureau: 2000

Income

Per Capita Income





$17,102

Change in Per Capita Income (1990-2000)


$1,461

Median Household Income




$33,116

Change in Median Household Income (1990-2000)

$842

Median Household Income by Race

Black


$22,191
White


$41,623
American Indian
$32,778
Asian


$48,646
Hispanic

$26,359
*US Census Bureau: 2000

found at http://www.ncruralcenter.org
Property Tax Rate
$0.72

*NC Department of Revenue: 2003-2004
found at http://www.ncruralcenter.org
Poverty Dimensions

Percentage People Below Poverty Level

18.5%

Poverty Rates for Various Populations:

White



9.0%
Black 



29.7%
American Indian 

25.2%
Asian 



17.7%
Hispanic 


40.2%

Child 



24.7%

Elderly



21.3%

Female Headed Households
35.2%
*US Census Bureau: 2000

found at http://www.ncruralcenter.org
Utilization of Poverty Relief Programs


TANF


Food Stamps




9.0% (NCHHS-2002)

Medicaid





Childcare

Number of Regulated Childcare Centers


57

Number of Childcare Centers with 4 or 5 star rating

13

Highest Number of Children on CC Waiting List

798

Children Served in Head Start Programs, 2002 

212

Number of Head Start, 2002




3





Children on Head Start Waiting List 



0



Number of Children 0-2 Receiving Early Intervention Services 
65
*NC DHHS, 2002
found at http://www.aecf.org/
Grandparent living in household with one or more own grandchildren < 18 yrs
1,911
Grandparent responsible for grandchildren




1,026
53.7%
Estimates based on the one-in-six sample of housing units that received the long form. 

*US Census Bureau, 2000

found at http://quickfacts.census.gov/
Health

Physicians per Population (10,000)

14.2

UNC-Sheps Ctr for Health Serv. Res., 2002
Low Weight Births



9

State Ctr. For Health Statistics, 1996-2000
Teen Pregnancy Rate



91.2%

NC Dept. of HHS, 2001
Child Asthma Rates



2.7

State Ctr. For Health Statistics, 1996-2000
Percent Uninsured



22%

UNC-Sheps Ctr for Health Serv. Res., 2002
*found at http://www.ncruralcenter.org
Infrastructure

Transportation

Wilson Transit System, or WTS, operates fixed-route buses and provides taxicab shuttle services within the city of Wilson. Hours of operation are 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, with reduced service on Saturday.

Wilson Industrial Air Center Airport serves Wilson and Wilson County and is owned by the City of Wilson. The airport has more than one runway. The longest is a paved runway extending 4500 feet.

Amtrak Carolinian and Piedmont

Wilson County Transportation Services (WCTS) provides transportation for general public passengers, Wilson County residents who reside or have destinations at least ¼ of a mile outside of the city bus route. WCTS also provides transportation for the Elderly and/or Disabled population. WCTS provides medical, social, recreational, and employment related trips to elderly or disabled passengers. 
Social and Health and Services

American Red Cross
The Wilson chapter conducts blood drives, and offers classes in C.P.R., First Aid, swimming and other health and safety skills. Provides assistance to military personnel and their families, assists single family fire victims, and provides shelter and assistance before, during, and after natural disasters

The Arc
Advocacy for the rights of persons w/disabilities in our community, as well as summer camps, dances, behavior modification, and training disabled adults to be a self-supporting group.

Carolina Family Health Centers, Inc
Offers primary health care services for the entire family.  Family Practice and Internal Medicine physicians available. Individual and group health education and diabetes mgmt. programs on-site. Bi-lingual staff. Medicaid, Medicare, and other Commercial Insurance accepted. Special programs available for uninsured.

Flynn Christian Fellowship Home
Provides shelter and assistance to recovering alcoholic or drug dependent men. Currently operating two homes providing assistance to an average of 25 men.

Girl Scouts, Coastal Carolina
Provides various scouting programs in character development and personal development. Promotes teamwork through fund-raisers, community service, camping, and various other activities.

Mental Health Association in Wilson Co.
Promotion of mental health, prevention of mental illness and improved care of the mentally ill through seminars, workshops, parenting classes, and a lending library. Annually conducts "Operation Santa Claus" to benefit residents of mental health care facilities. 

Salvation Army
Assists individuals with rent, utilities, medicine, food, clothing and provides character building programs for children and adults. 

S.A. Boys & Girls Club
Provides recreational and learning activities for children like after school homework study halls, tutoring, one-on-one mentoring, and sports activities.

Volunteer Action Center of Wilson Co.
Works to heighten community awareness about community needs and opportunities for volunteer involvement. Recruits, interviews and matches volunteers w/local agencies and groups who need volunteers. Stimulates volunteer efforts directed at Wilson's serious social problems and other priority needs. 

Wesley Shelter, Inc.
Domestic Violence, Rape Crisis & Homeless Shelter- Temporary emergency home, guidance and additional out-of-shelter services for abused women and children. Rape counseling for victims of sexual assault. Shelter for homeless women and their children. Also offers an Adolescent Parenting Program.

Wilmed Cardio-Pulmonary Rehabilitation
Provides education and rehabilitative services for persons with heart/pulmonary problems. Offers scholarships to qualified patients to help cover the cost of the service.

Wilson Co. Ofc. of Senior Citizen Affairs
Meals-on-Wheels served by volunteers to homebound individuals, while some individuals are also fed meals at congregate sites. Transportation is also provided to qualifying seniors for doctor visits.

Wilson Crisis Center
Provides 24 hour telephone assistance for callers needing information, referrals, or someone who will listen and care, 365 days per year. Contact number for AA/NA. There is also a separate Teen Help Line providing assistance to teens. A daily reassurance calling program to senior citizens/disabled adults, and Child Check, a service to call latchkey children is also available

Y.O.U.T.H. of Wilson
Establishes partnerships between volunteer adult mentors and young people who need a friend. Also utilizes volunteers to supervise young people performing court-ordered community service. 

Diversified Opportunities, Inc.
A community rehabilitation program that provides testing, evaluation, job training and placement to people with disadvantaged circumstances.

O.I.C. of Wilson
A multi-faceted community resource center w/programs designed to foster self-sufficiency. Include: basic education, life skills, attitudinal and motivational training, private sector customized training, job seeking and job keeping skills.

WMC Wilmed Hospice of Wilson
Provides medically-directed program of palliative care for persons who can no longer benefit from curative treatment.

YMCA, Wilson Family
Puts Christian principles into practice through programs that build healthy spirit, mind, and body for all. 

Wilson County Department of Social Services

Child Protective Services
Foster Care/Adoption Services
Adult Services Program
Home Services/At Risk Case Mgt
Child Abuse Prevention
Adult Medicaid Long Term Care
Adult Medicaid Private Living Arrangement
Work First
Child Day Care Subsidy Program
Children's Health Insurance, Food Assistance and Child Support Program Child Support Establishment
Career Plus Center Coordinator
Medical Transportation
Self-Sufficiency Program
Faith Community
Alternative Services/Crisis

Education

Wilson County Schools

total enrollment- 73,814

Elementary Schools (14)

· Adams Learning Center

 HYPERLINK "http://www.greatschools.net/modperl/parents/NC/2086/" 
· B O Barnes Elementary School
· Elm City Elementary School
· Gardners Elementary School
· Lee Woodard Elementary School
· Lucama Elementary School

 HYPERLINK "http://www.greatschools.net/modperl/parents/NC/2073/"  

· Margaret Hearne Elementary School

 HYPERLINK "http://www.greatschools.net/modperl/parents/NC/2074/"  

· Milton M Daniels Elementary School
· New Hope Elementary School

 HYPERLINK "http://www.greatschools.net/modperl/parents/NC/2075/"  

· Rock Ridge Elementary School

 HYPERLINK "http://www.greatschools.net/modperl/parents/NC/2076/"  

· Stantonsburg Elementary School

 HYPERLINK "http://www.greatschools.net/modperl/parents/NC/2079/"  

· Vinson-Bynum Elementary School
· Wells Elementary School 

· Winstead Elementary School
Middle Schools (7)

· Adams Learning Center
· Darden-Vick Middle School
· Elm City Middle School
· Forest Hills Middle School
· Speight Middle School
· Springfield Middle School 

· Toisnot Middle School 

High Schools (4)

· Adams Learning Center
· Beddingfield High School
· Fike High School 

· James Hunt High School
Demographics of Wilson County Schools Student Population

Gender/ Age

Male



35,225

47.7%
Under 5 Years

2,635 

3.6%
5 to 9 years

2,693 

3.6%
10 to 14 years

2,639 

3.6%
15 to 17 years

1,659 

2.2%
18 to 19 years

1,077 

1.5%

Female



38,589 
52.3%
Under 5 Years

2,427 

3.3%
5 to 9 years

2,693 

3.6%
10 to 14 years

2,591 

3.5%
15 to 17 years

1,530 

2.1%
18 to 19 years

1,042 

1.4%

Race

Total 






73,814
Hispanic or Latino 




4,457 

6.0%
Not Hispanic or Latino 



69,357 
94.0%


Population of one race 



68,878 
93.3%

White alone 





39,498 
53.5%
Black or African American alone


28,886 
39.1%
American Indian or Alaska Native alone

144 

0.2%
Asian alone





286 

0.4%
Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander alone
14 

0.0%
Some other race alone 



50 

0.1%

Population of two and more races 


479

0.6%

Dropout Rate





6.6%
*US Census Bureau, 2000

found at http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/sdds/main1.asp
Per Student expenditures K-12


$6,266

*US Census Bureau: 2000

found at http://www.ncruralcenter.org
Private Schools

· Community Christian School, Wilson (K-12)

· Garnett Christian Academy, Elm City (2-12)

· Greenfield School, Wilson (K-12)

· Mount Hebron SDA School, Wilson (2-7)

· St. Therese Catholic School, Wilson (K-5)

· Wilson Christian Academy, Wilson (K-12)

· Eastern NC School for the Deaf, Wilson

· Sallie B. Howard School for the Arts & Education, Wilson

Colleges & Schools

Barton College
Founded in 1902, Barton College is a fully accredited, 4 year, private, coeducational, liberal arts college. Barton welcomes 1,300 students from 25 states and 11 foreign countries to a campus of 22 buildings on 62 acres. The College offers 29 majors and awards six baccalaureate degrees: B.S., B.A., B.F.A., B.L.S., B.S.N. and B.S. W. 

Wilson Technical Community College
Founded in 1958; 42 years of operation. Wilson Tech was one of the original 7 industrial education centers in the state. Two major divisions at the college - Instruction/Student Services and Business Services.

Municipalities (Boroughs/Cities/Townships) in District
· Wilson- County Seat

The following information is from the US Census Bureau, 2000, and is available for all cities at http://www.wordiq.com/
Location:


35°43'52" North, 77°55'25"

Population: 

44,405

Land area
23.4 mi²
0.64% water

Population Density:
1,906.9/mi²

Racial Distribution

White


46.67%
African American
47.53%
Native American
0.31%
Asian


0.58%
Pacific Islander
0.02%
Other


3.89% 

Two or more races
1.01%

Hispanic/ Latino of any race
7.29%

Age Distribution

Under the age of 18

26.0%
18 to 24


9.8%
25 to 44


28.9%
45 to 64


21.8%
65 years of age or older
13.5%

Median age:
35 years. 

Gender Distribution
Female

%
Male

%
(For every 100 females there are 88.0 males.)

Per Capita Income:

$17,813.21
Median Household Income:
$31,169
Percentage People Below the Poverty Line:
6%

Out of the total people living in poverty, 29.5% are under the age of 18 and 20.4% are 65 or older.
· Black Creek

· Elm City

· Lucama 

· Saratoga

· Sims 

· Stantonsburg 

Townships

Note:  In the South, outside of cities there is generally no local government beyond the county. As these states were surveyed prior to the Northwest Ordinance, there are no survey townships, either.  North Carolina is an exception to this rule, and even the towns have townships due to extraterritorial jurisdiction. Numerous independent townships also exist.

· Black Creek

· Cross Roads

· Gardners

· Old Fields

· Saratoga

· Springhill

· Stantonsburg

· Taylors

· Toisnot

· Wilson

