Early Intervention
Training Center for
Infants and Toddlers With

Visual Impairments

Family-Centered Practices
for Infants and Toddlers With Visual Impairments

Session 1
Building Reliable Alliances

D.D. Hatton
R.A. McWilliam
P.J. Winton

Early Intervention Training Center

for Infants and Toddlers With Visual Impairments
FPG Child Development Institute

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

2003

This project is funded by cooperative agreement #H325B000003

from the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services,

U.S. Department of Education. However, the contents do not necessarily represent the
policy of the Department, and you should not assume endorsement by the federal
government.



Copyright and license

Family-Centered Practices was developed by the Early Intervention Training Center for
Infants and Toddlers with Visual Impairments, FPG Child Development Institute, The
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (UNC —CH) and is protected by United States
copyright laws and international treaty provisions.

UNC —CH reserves the right and title to these documents and all subsequent copies.
The structure and organization of these resources are assets of UNC —CH and are
licensed to you on a non-exclusive basis. You may not sell, rent, lease, or otherwise
transfer these resources to any person or entity. The PDF, Word, or Microsoft
PowerPoint resources may be printed, duplicated, and distributed for use with students
and workshop participants. This Agreement shall be interpreted under North Carolina
law, and North Carolina courts shall have jurisdiction over any disputes.

This project is funded by cooperative agreement H325B000003 from the Office of
Special Education Programs, U.S. Department of Education. However, the contents do
not necessarily represent the policy of the Department, and you should not assume
endorsement by the federal government.

© 2003 Early Intervention Training Center for Infants and Toddlers With Visual
Impairments



Acknowledgements

Authors

Deborah D. Hatton, Ph.D.
R.A. McWilliam, Ph.D.
Pamela J. Winton, Ph.D.

Editors

Susan Bennett, B.A.
Amy Claassen, B.A.
Caroline Edwards, B.A.
Danalee Fox, M.Ed.
Amy Frank, M.Ed.

P.J. McWilliam, Ph.D.
Susan Potter, M.B.A.
L. Penny Rosenblum, Ph.D.
Natalie Siegel, B.A.
Barry Varela, B.A.
Annette Vinding, M.A.

Technical Director
Yuna Lee, M.Ed.

CD Developers
Yuna Lee, M.Ed.
Cici Sidor, B.S.

Technical Consultant
Charles Lee, M.D.

Accessibility Specialists
Cici Sidor, B.S.

Allen Stutts, B.A.

Ray Dragon, B.A.

Audio/Video Producer
Don Trull, B.A.

Narrator
Raymond L. Beck, M.A.

Photographers/Videographers

L. Penny Rosenblum, Ph.D.
Danalee Fox, M.Ed.

Don Trull, B.A.

Anne Corn, Ph.D.

Field Reviewers
Carol Allison, M.Ed.

University of Alabama-Birmingham
Jim Bickford, Ed.D.

Portland State University, Oregon
Virginia Bishop, Ph.D.

Consultant, Austin, Texas
Karen Blankenship, M.Ed

lowa Department of Education
Toni Heinze, Ed.D.

Northern lllinois University
Sandra Lewis, Ed.D.

Florida State University
Bob McCulley, M.Ed.

University of Massachusetts at Boston
David Ross, Ph.D.

Kutztown University, Pennsylvania
Mary Jean Sanspree, Ed.D.

University of Alabama-Birmingham
Wendy Sapp, Ph.D.

Vanderbilt University
Rosanne Silberman, Ed.D.

Hunter College, New York
Anne Spitz, M.Ed.

University of Massachusetts at Boston
Brad Walker, Ph.D.

North Carolina Central University
Diane Wormsley, Ph.D.

Pennsylvania College of Optometry

Field Test Sites

University of Arizona

Drake University, lowa

Florida State University

Kutztown University, Pennsylvania
North Carolina Central University



The authors wish to extend our special thanks to the families and teachers in the videos
on the CDs that accompany this manual for allowing us to share their experiences.

The authors also wish to thank the following colleagues for generously sharing their
commercially produced videos:

B. Borgen and R. Mansfield for the use of Heart to Heart: Conversations With
Parents of Blind Children

L. Edelman and M. Herlinger for the use of Just Being Kids

Corinne Garland, Child Development Resources, and Metro Video Productions
for the use of Early Intervention on the Move

We also thank Don Bailey, Ph.D., and the Carolina Institute for Research on Infant
Personnel Preparation, FPG Child Development Institute, for the family-centered
foundation upon which this manual and the accompanying resources are based (Office
of Special Education Programs, U.S. Department of Education, Grant #G0087C3064).
Finally, we thank Stacy Scott and Lisa Mahew from Project INTEGRATE (Office of
Special Education Programs, U.S. Department of Education, Grant #H024D0012).



Module Overview

The Early Intervention Training Center for Infants and Toddlers With Visual
Impairments, in partnership with families, faculty members, and practitioners from
throughout the United States, developed the Family-Centered Practices module to
prepare personnel to serve infants and toddlers with visual impairments and their
families. The content for this module was drawn primarily from the fields of visual
impairment and early childhood special education.

We believe that family-centered practices are the foundation for effective early
intervention. The Family-Centered Practices module relies as well upon the following
assumptions.

» Early intervention takes place in the context of relationships. Therefore,
learning about early intervention in partnership with multiple disciplines, human
service agencies, and family members is important. The module is designed to
promote the relationships and skills that are essential for building and
sustaining reliable alliances.

» Early intervention is an evolving and complex field. Acquiring information now
may not be as important as learning how to find information about new
developments in the field.

» Effective practitioners are questioners, critical thinkers, and life-long learners
who continuously strive to engage in effective practices and seek innovative
methods for addressing issues and concerns.

The purpose of the module is to provide participants with the basic knowledge and skills
required to provide effective early intervention and to collaborate with other
professionals in the field of early intervention.

The module was designed to acknowledge and respect the variety of learning styles
represented by potential participants. Therefore a variety of instructional strategies was
used to convey content and build skills. The strategies include the presentation of
current theoretical information and research findings, small and large group discussion,
teamwork, case analysis and solution development, individual reflection, self-
assessment inventories, simulations, and role play.

The module was designed for use in a variety of settings —for an instructor conducting
a traditional semester-long graduate course, for intensive summer institutes or weekend
distance education courses, for online instruction, and for independent studies via the
multimedia CDs.

The module consists of seven sessions. Four sessions have sufficient content for two
3-hour classes while three sessions have approximately 3 hours of content each. The
entire series of seven sessions should provide sufficient content for a 3-semester-hour
graduate level course.



Below are suggested lengths of instruction time for each session within the module.

One Two
3-hour 3-hour
Session Title class classes
Session 1, Building Reliable Alliances X
Session 2, Teams and Service Coordination X
Session 3, Support-Based Early Intervention and Developing X
Ecomaps
Session 4, Eligibility and Routines-Based Assessment X
Session 5, Functional Outcomes and the IFSP Process X
Session 6, Effective Home Visits X

Session 7, VI-Specific Issues X




