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EARLY CHILDHOOD NEEDS AND RESOURCES ASSESSMENT 2003 
 
 

Table 1 
Children and Families 1999  

 
2003  

 

1999 to 
2003 

Change 
Population    
Children age birth through five (i.e., 0-5) 2,840 2,597 -8.6% 
Children under 1  437  
Children age 1  441  
Children age 2  434  
Children age 3  421  
Children age 4  445  
Children age 5  419  
Total county population  34,897  
   
Economics and Family Structure    
Income    
Median family income  $35,900 $36,402 +1.4% 
Percentage of income spent on child care for families just above the subsidy 
cut-off  24.0%  

Children age 0-5 with one or both parents employed  2,074  
Percentage of children 0-5 with one or both parents employed  80.1%  
Children age 0-5 with all parents employed  1,563  
Percentage of children 0-5 with all parents employed  60.4%  
    
Poverty and Assistance    
Children age 0-5 below the poverty level 910 850 -6.6% 
Percentage of children age 0-5 below the poverty level 32.0% 32.8%  
Children age 4 below the poverty level   142  
Percentage of children age 4 below the poverty level  28.6%  
Children age 0-5 below the 1.25 poverty level   981  
Percentage of children 0-5 below the 1.25 poverty level   37.9%  
Children age 0-5 below the 1.85 poverty level   1,386  
Percentage of children 0-5 below the 1.85 poverty level   53.5%  
Children age 0-5 below the 2.00 poverty level   1,483  
Percentage of children age 0-5 below the 2.00 poverty level   57.3%  
    
Families in poverty with children under 5  526  
Percentage of families in poverty with children under 5  32.7%  
Children age 0-5 in TANF-recipient families (Work First) 411 210 -48.9% 
Percentage of children 0-5 in TANF-recipient families 14.5% 8.1%  
Children age 0-5 in families receiving Food Stamps 791 862 +9.0% 
Percentage of children 0-5 in families receiving Food Stamps 27.9% 33.2%  
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Table 1-continued 
Children and Families  1999  

 
2003  

 

1999 to 
2003 

Change 
Family Structure    
Families with children age 0-5  1,928  
Children age 0-5 living in single-parent families   826  
Percentage of children 0-5 living in single-parent families  31.9%  
Children age 0-5 in foster care 7 11 +57.1% 
Percentage of children 0-5 in foster care 0.2% 0.4%  
Births to teen parents (age 15-19) 74 93 +25.7% 
Percentage of children 5-17 with Spanish as first language  3.8%  
    
Health  
Access to Health Care    
Children 0-5 enrolled in Medicaid 1,341 1,254 -6.5% 
Percentage of children 0-5 enrolled in Medicaid 47.2% 48.3%  
Children 0-5 enrolled in NC Health Choice  97  
Kindergartners with untreated tooth decay 9.0% 19.8%  
    
Safety    
Children age 0-6 reported as abused and/or neglected 157 289 +84.1% 
Children age 0-6 with substantiated abuse and/or neglect 54 71 +31.5% 
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Table 3.   Child Care Enrollment by Age and License Level

CENTERS # % # % # % # % # % # %    #  %

One Star 21 37.5% 39 36.1% 43 29.1% 43 23.4% 60 23.1% 24 32.4% 230 27.7%
Two Star 3 5.4% 5 4.6% 6 4.1% 6 3.3% 5 1.9% 0 0.0% 25 3.0%
Three Star 28 50.0% 53 49.1% 76 51.4% 108 58.7% 132 50.8% 29 39.2% 426 51.3%
Four Star 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 11 6.0% 45 17.3% 19 25.7% 75 9.0%
Five Star 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
GS 110-106 0 0.0% 2 1.9% 13 8.8% 11 6.0% 13 5.0% 1 1.4% 40 4.8%
Temporary 4 7.1% 9 8.3% 10 6.8% 5 2.7% 5 1.9% 1 1.4% 34 4.1%
Probationary 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Provisiona 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Special Provisiona 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%

Total Children 56 108 148 184 260 74 830

HOMES # % # % # % # % # % # %    #  %

One Star 6 60.0% 16 61.5% 17 54.8% 10 50.0% 11 57.9% 2 100.0% 62 57.4%
Two Star 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Three Star 1 10.0% 1 3.8% 4 12.9% 1 5.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 7 6.5%
Four Star 1 10.0% 3 11.5% 4 12.9% 6 30.0% 5 26.3% 0 0.0% 19 17.6%
Five Star 2 20.0% 6 23.1% 6 19.4% 3 15.0% 3 15.8% 0 0.0% 20 18.5%
Temporary 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Probationary 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Provisiona 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Special Provisiona 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%

Total Children 10 26 31 20 19 2 108

TOTAL FACILITIES # % # % # % # % # % # %    #  %

One Star 27 40.9% 55 41.0% 60 33.5% 53 26.0% 71 25.4% 26 34.2% 292 31.1%
Two Star 3 4.5% 5 3.7% 6 3.4% 6 2.9% 5 1.8% 0 0.0% 25 2.7%
Three Star 29 43.9% 54 40.3% 80 44.7% 109 53.4% 132 47.3% 29 38.2% 433 46.2%
Four Star 1 1.5% 3 2.2% 4 2.2% 17 8.3% 50 17.9% 19 25.0% 94 10.0%
Five Star 2 3.0% 6 4.5% 6 3.4% 3 1.5% 3 1.1% 0 0.0% 20 2.1%
GS 110-106 0 0.0% 2 1.5% 13 7.3% 11 5.4% 13 4.7% 1 1.3% 40 4.3%
Temporary 4 6.1% 9 6.7% 10 5.6% 5 2.5% 5 1.8% 1 1.3% 34 3.6%
Probationary 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Provisiona 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Special Provisiona 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%

Total Children 66 134 179 204 279 76 938

4-yr-olds 5-yr-olds Total 0-5Infants 1-yr-olds 2-yr-olds 3-yr-olds

Infants 1-yr-olds 2-yr-olds 3-yr-olds

2-yr-olds 3-yr-oldsInfants 1-yr-olds Total 0-5

Total 0-5

4-yr-olds 5-yr-olds

4-yr-olds 5-yr-olds
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Table 4.   Children Receiving Subsidies by Age and Star License Level

REGULATED
CENTERS # % # % # % # % # % # % # %

One Starb 20 46.5% 42 50.0% 44 50.6% 31 46.3% 32 45.7% 7 46.7% 176 48.1%
Two Star 1 2.3% 7 8.3% 7 8.0% 2 3.0% 3 4.3% 0 0.0% 20 5.5%
Three Star 22 51.2% 34 40.5% 35 40.2% 32 47.8% 35 50.0% 8 53.3% 166 45.4%
Four Star 0 0.0% 1 1.2% 1 1.1% 2 3.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 4 1.1%
Five Star 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%

Total Children 43 84 87 67 70 15 366

REGULATED
HOMES # % # % # % # % # % # % # %

One Starb 7 46.7% 10 43.5% 10 47.6% 9 42.9% 9 64.3% 2 50.0% 47 48.0%
Two Star 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Three Star 3 20.0% 7 30.4% 6 28.6% 4 19.0% 3 21.4% 1 25.0% 24 24.5%
Four Star 1 6.7% 4 17.4% 5 23.8% 3 14.3% 2 14.3% 1 25.0% 16 16.3%
Five Star 4 26.7% 2 8.7% 0 0.0% 5 23.8% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 11 11.2%

Total Children 15 23 21 21 14 4 98

SUMMARY
Regulated Care
Unregulated Care
All Care

a Totals represent all preschool children served/paid in January 2003 through the Division of Child Development Child Care Reimbursement System,
including children served with Smart Start funds.

b The one star category includes GS 110-106, temporary, probationary, provisional, and special provisional programs.
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Survey of More At Four Programs for the  
2003 Needs and Resources Assessment 

 
 
 
 
 

   
This county is not participating in the More at Four program at this time. 
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